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8. Bowl Character Area

Boundaries

The Bowl Character Area comprises the ‘bowl’ 
between the ridges that surround the Confluence and 
the Dawson Townsite, including the Dome, the ridge 
above the Moosehide Slide, the Top of the World, and 
the rise south of the bench behind Tr’ochëk. It is a 
comprehensive character area that includes both the 
Townsite and the Confluence Character Area. The 
portion on the Dawson Townsite side (east) of the 
Yukon River, along with the Townsite, is included in 
the cultural landscape being proposed by Parks Canada 
for World Heritage Site designation.

Significance

The rivers, the mountains, the slide, the trees, the flats 
– these combine to make up the natural landscape that 
surrounded Dawson and Tr’ochëk, which have been 
the setting for the inhabitants of the area over time.

Character-defining elements

Topography
Steeply sloping mountainsides, with the flat land of the Dawson City townsite at the bottom
Low bench (Tr’ochëk) south of the confluence, with a higher bench beyond it
Sheer drop on the west bank of the Yukon River, from the Top of the World viewpoint to the 
water

Views
Stupendous view of the large cultural landscape and the townsite from the viewpoint on the Top of 
the World Highway
Unobstructed views in several directions from Crocus Bluff
Views from the Dome of the Townsite and the entire Bowl

Buildings
West Dawson residential subdivisions

Landscape Features
Moosehide Slide to the north
Treed mountains on three sides
Yukon and Klondike Rivers
Rocky outcrops, including near Tr’ochëk, Crocus Bluff and the Slide
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An aerial view of the Bowl, with the summit of the Dome at 
the upper right and the slide to its left, the Top of the World 
summit at the left, Troch’ëk and its bench at the bottom, and 
the con�uence and the Dawson townsite between them. (De-
partment of Community Services, Yukon Government)
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3.3 Heritage Management Areas

This plan recommends that the eight Character Areas should be regulated 
as three Heritage Management Areas. We propose that the name ‘Heritage 
Management Area’ replace ‘Historic Control District’. The areas will continue 
to be administered as zoning districts, as enabled by the Municipal Act.29

1. Downtown Heritage Management Area

Comprises three character areas:

Downtown Character Area

Downtown Transitional Character Area

Government Reserve Character Area

2. Residential Heritage Management Area

Comprises two character areas:

East Slope Character Area

North End Character Area

3. Valley, Confluence and Bowl Heritage Management 
Area

Comprises three character areas:

Klondike River Character Area

Confluence Character Area

Bowl Character Area

Recommendations for the management of these areas are found in Section 4.1.

29	 We suggest that the Yukon Government give consideration over the longer term to amend the Yukon Historic Re-
sources Act to enable the designation of Heritage Conservation Areas, generally following the British Columbia 
model. This designation would enable the use of heritage protection (i.e., demolition control), would also permit a 
district schedule that would specify which properties within the area are protected and which exempted, and would 
continue to enable design guidelines. Should this territorial legislation be introduced, we recommend that the Herit-
age Management Areas be converted by municipal bylaw to become Heritage Conservation Areas.
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Residential Heritage 
Management Area

Downtown Heritage 
Management Area


