22 Dawson Cirty HEriTAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN

1. Downtown Character Area
Boundaries

The Downtown Character Area comprises the area from Church Street at the south
to Albert Street at the north, and from Front Street and the dike eastward to an
irregular boundary between mid-block of Second and Third Avenues and mid-block
of Fifth and Sixth Avenues. The boundaries contain the most attractive and intact
streetscapes, particularly First, Second, and Third Avenues, and King Street.

Dewmntewmn

Significance

The Downtown Character Area is the area that best depicts the commercial core of Dawson during the
Gold Rush. It contains the town’s principal businesses and features a unique collection of Gold-Rush-era
commercial architecture, as well as more recent buildings in the Gold Rush manner.

The Flora Dora Hotel is a survivor from the Gold Rush era. The The Downtown Hotel was built in the early 1980s to accom-

structure remains empty. (H. Kalman) modate increasing tourism. Its scale is larger than the Flora Dora
and other Gold Rush buildings. (Photo: H. Kalman)

Character-defining elements

Topography
e Flat

* Front Street is situated at a higher elevation (about one metre), as it was the original dike.
* The land rises sharply at the present dike, which was built in the early 1980s.

* Park-like setting of the landscape along the dike, which provides a pedestrian walkway along the
Yukon River.
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Views

Good views of the Bowl, including the mountains to the east (the ridge that leads to the the
Dome), the north (including the Slide) and the west (Top of the World)

Long views are restricted by the Bowl
North-south streets have views to the Slide, a natural landmark that provides orientation
East-west streets have views to the Dome

Important views from the principal streets to certain public buildings that have become landmarks:

e.g. St. Mary’s Church, Post Office, Bank of Commerce, and Dinoji Zho Cultural Centre

Buildings and Structures

Contains most of Dawson’s Gold Rush-era commercial buildings
The dominant character among both old and recent buildings is that of the Gold Rush era
Typically built close to the side lot lines and the street line

Commercial buildings typically have false fronts, with elaborate and well-defined cornices, masking
gabled roofs whose ridges are perpendicular to the street

Mixture of 1- and 2-storey buildings, with a few 3-storey buildings
Building heights are rarely consistent from property to property

Older buildings tend to be sited close to ground level. Many newer buildings have been raised
as high as 1.5 metres above grade, often on gravel and wood pads, to create a crawl space that
minimizes damage from freeze-thaw cycles, enables easy access, and rises above the flood plain.

Generally wood frame or log
construction

Predominantly wood cladding, with
some metal cladding

Many corrugated metal roofs
Wood windows and doors
Inset entrances

Treatments of ground and upper
floors are distinct, with fascia signage
and other details often providing a
transition zone between the two

Street-level glazing with large windows  The CIBC on Second Avenue is a recent building with Gold Rush
features. Its high ground floor and entrance walkway respect the flood

and panes :
plain but alter the streetscape. (Photo: H. Kalman)
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2. Downtown Transitional Character Area
Boundaries

The Downtown Transitional Character Area comprises the area between Church
Street and mid-block of Queen and King Streets; and between the lane west of Fourth
Avenue and the lane east of Fifth Avenue

Downtown
Transitional

Significance

This area contains many of Dawson’s public and institutional buildings, most of
which have been built in the past generation; it also contains some recent commercial
buildings and some residential buildings.

The Westmark Inn is a large building whose elevation has been 'The Robert Service School / Dawson Public Library com-
treated as if it were a number of small, Gold Rush-era buildings; plex uses Gold Rush-era forms and details on a building
however, the uniform flatness of the wall and the design proportions ~ whose scale is far greater than buildings from the historical
lack any conviction. (Photo: H. Kalman) period. (Photo: H. Kalman)

Character-defining elements
Topography
* Land begins to rise gently up the hill to the east.

Views

*  Good views of the Bowl from most places and glimpses of the Yukon River looking west.

Buildings, Structures, and Infrastructure

* Contains several buildings whose scale and massing are much larger than elsewhere in the
Townsite. All have been built in the last two decades; e.g., Robert Service School, Recreation
Centre, Westmark Inn.

* Other buildings are a mixture of Gold Rush era and later buildings

Landscape Features

* Gridiron street pattern

* 5% Avenue is a major arterial road, slightly wider than the other avenues
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3. Government Reserve Character Area
Boundaries

The Government Reserve Character Area comprises the land from Front Street to the

lane behind Sixth Avenue, and from Church Street south to the Klondike Highway.

Government:
Reserve

Significance

This area coincides generally with the land reserved for government building. It contains
most of the important historical public / institutional buildings that expressed the
authority of Government of Canada and the religious organizations. It also contains
residential properties from the early and mid-20th century.

The Old Territorial Administration Building (now the Dawson ~ The Dawson City Health Centre is a new building whose scale
Museum) is set in Minto Park, establishing the tone for govern-  and landscape setting fit the Government Reserve.

ment buildings and landscapes from the Gold Rush era. (Photo: ~ (Photo: H. Kalman)

H. Kalman)

Character-defining elements

Topography
* The land is flat, rising gently from Minto Park to 6th Avenue.

Views

* Good views of the mountains on three sides from most vantage points.

Buildings and Structures

 Larger-scaled historic buildings, particularly the Museum (the Old Territorial Administration
Building), the Courthouse, and the Commissioner’s Residence

¢ The principal buildings are situated in park-like settings

* The main government buildings are classical in design, in contrast to the general Gold Rush style;
the classical architecture expresses the authority of the Government in the years around 1900

Landscape Features

* Several large grassed and landscaped areas, producing park-like settings.
* Deviations from the gridiron pattern, particularly to the north.
* Residentail yards are landscaped with mature trees.
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