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Associative: the value lies in the religious, artistic, or cultural associations of the landscape rather 
than in the material evidence itself.26

The Klondike Valley Cultural Landscape has been defined by Parks Canada as an Evolved (Continuing) 
landscape.27 It expresses significant cultural patterns, including: 

A natural landscape that has been used and modified by First Nations for habitation and resource 
gathering;

A physical manifestation of intense late-19th- and early-20th-century resource extraction; 

A significant reshaping of the estuary of the Klondike River valley as it flows into the Yukon River, 
caused by that resource extraction; and 

An expression of a planned and continuing townsite, featuring a distinct grid pattern of roads, lots, 
buildings, and landscape features. 

These overall patterns imposed on the natural landscape in a contained area provide a clearly legible framework 
that is distinguishable from surrounding natural areas. The patterns establish and reinforce a sense of place. 
The landscape of this place has continued to evolve and mature, creating different character areas.   

The Klondike Valley Cultural Landscape

‘Klondike Valley Cultural Landscape’ is the name this plan gives to the overall area to be managed. It comprises 
the Lower Klondike River Valley, extending westward from Hunker Creek (just west of the airport) to the 
confluence of the Klondike and Yukon Rivers. The area includes:

26	 The three categories are defined at http://whc.unesco.org/exhibits/cultland/categories.htm, accessed 14 November 
2007.

27	 Parks Canada, Dawson Historical Complex Management Plan, p. 11.
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Aerial view of the Klondike Valley Cultural Landscape. (Department of Community Services, Yukon Government)
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The Klondike River goldfields and the goldfields in the estuaries of Bonanza Creek, Bear Creek, 
and Hunker Creek, including the distinctive tailings that were the waste product of the dredges;

A portion of the Yukon Ditch, which the Yukon Gold Company built to bring water from the 
Tombstone Range to Bonanza Creek, a distance of about 70 km;

Tr’ondëk National Historic Site, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in fish camp at Tr’ochëk, at the confluence of 
the rivers;

The Dawson Townsite along the Yukon River; and

The slopes of the mountains that define the two river valleys and enclose the Dawson Townsite. 

Much of the land in this cultural landscape 
lies outside the Dawson city limits. The 
City of Dawson, which commissioned the 
present Plan, can only control land within 
its jurisdiction. The remainder of the land 
is largely either Crown Land or Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in settlement lands. It is therefore 
recommended that the Yukon Government, 
which funded this Plan in part and has 
supported its development, and the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in should institute complementary 
controls over time.

It is difficult to appreciate the enormous 
number and scale of the tailings. Driving 
along the Klondike highway, one can only 
see the tailings that are adjacent to the road. 
We therefore recommend that one or more locations at higher elevations be promoted and signposted as 
viewpoints from which to see the tailings. Three optional accessible viewpoints have been identified:

The lookout at the first hairpin turn going up the Dome Road

The lookout at the top of the Dome

The parking lot at the forestry tower east of the Dome, which can be accessed by the secondary 
road at the last hairpin turn on the Dome Road

The upper bench south of Tr’ochëk

The illustrations that follow show the first three locations and a simulation of the view from each.28 The 
bench behind Tr’ochëk would be feasible only at some time in the future, since the settlement land on the 
bench is intended by the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in for private use only at present.

28	 The potential viewpoints were identified by John Bryant, Land and Resource Technician, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in; Bry-
ant also proposed the simulations with Google Earth.
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Aerial view of the distinctive tailings that characterize much of the 
Klondike Valley. (Google Earth)
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Map indicating three potential viewpoints: Dome Road, top of the Dome, and the Forestry tower. (Google Earth)

The view of the goldfields from Dome 
Road. (Google Earth)

The view from the top of the Dome. 
(Google Earth)

The view from the parking lot at the 
forestry lookout tower. (Google Earth)
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The Dawson Townsite 

The Dawson Townsite corresponds to the Historic Townsite Overlay in the present Zoning Historic Control 
Bylaw (1997). It comprises the Dawson Townsite that was surveyed in 1897-98 by James Gibbon, D.L.S. It 
is enclosed by the Dome and adjacent mountains to the east and north, the Yukon River to the west, and the 
Klondike River to the south. 

The Dawson Townsite also corresponds generally to the Designated Place defined in Parks Canada’s 
Management Plan for the Dawson Historical Complex NHS, except that Parks Canada’s Designated Place 
also extends to the ridge of the Dome and above the Slide. The higher ground is considered to be beyond 
the Townsite in the present plan. 

The principal character-defining elements of the Dawson Townsite include:

Located on the flats at the confluence of the two rivers.

The topography rises gently towards the east, providing sloped sites for residential lots along 6th to 
8th Avenues, beyond which point the forested slope climbs steeply to a ridge 1,500 feet above the 
river. 

The topography also rises towards the north, providing for residential lots overlooking downtown.

The most prominent natural features are the Yukon and Klondike Rivers and the Moosehide Slide, 
a scar on the face of the slope at the north end of the townsite. 

The townsite is oriented parallel to the river, with major avenues running north-south and streets 
running east-west. The grid of streets articulates the urban layout and provides the framework 
within which buildings and structures are organized.  

Narrow lots with mid-block lanes establish the scale of the buildings and the tradition of buildings 
located close to – or even abutting – each other. Lots are narrower on streets in the residential 
district. 

The form and mass of buildings is predominantly one- and two-storeys, with few buildings rising 
to three storeys. 

Commercial buildings are typically gable-ended, with boomtown false fronts of varying height 
facing the street.  Wood siding and wood windows and doors predominate. Corrugated metal roofs 
have typically replaced or covered early wood-shingle roofs.

Commercial signage has strong period character.

Gravel-surfaced roads are bordered by wood boardwalks, overhead services, and power lines. 

Volunteer plants in vacant (and occupied) lots create a disorderly overlay in contrast to the well 
laid-out grid system of streets and lots. 

Rear yards contain service structures, sheds, and landscape features, leaving front yards generally 
open to the street.
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