	BBQ SAFETY TIPS 

	Before You Begin

· Clean your barbecue to avoid grease buildup. Grease will frequently catch fire and is difficult to put out. 

· Keep the grill at least 10 feet away from your house and other combustibles. 

· Do not set the grill up in a tent or garage. A lack of ventilation could lead to a build up of carbon monoxide. 

· Clean out the venturi tubes that lead to the burner. Insects may build nests in the tubes forcing the gas to find somewhere else to go. 

· Check and secure all connections prior to use. 

· Check for propane leaks at every connection at the start of each season and whenever the tank is changed. Apply a soapy solution to the connections; if there are bubbles there is a leak. Do not use the barbecue until the leak is fixed. 

· Purchase propane only from approved compressed gas suppliers. 

· Never store propane cylinders indoors, in the trunk of your car, or near any heat source. Store upright in a well ventilated shed. 

· Always refer to the manufacturers instructions for operation and maintenance. 

	While Barbecuing
· Never start a propane BBQ with the lid closed as accumulated gases could explode. 

· When lighting the BBQ have the match or lighter already burning before you turn on the propane 

· Don't lean over a gas BBQ when lighting it. 

· Only open the tank a quarter or half turn. That is all the gas your BBQ needs to operate. 

· If you turn on the gas and it doesn't light right away, turn off the gas and wait five minutes before trying again. 

· Once the BBQ is lit remove matches and lighters from the reach of children. 

· Avoid loose clothing that could catch fire. 

· Never leave the grill unattended. 

· Ensure that children are taught to stay away from the grill 

· When you are finished always turn off the cylinder valve first and then the controls to prevent propane from being trapped in the lines. 

	Charcoal BBQs
· Never use gasoline to get the coals going. Use only charcoal lighting fluid. 

· Store starter fluid away from heat sources and out of the reach of children 

· Let the lighter fluid soak into the coals for about a minute before lighting. This gives vapors a chance to dissipate. 

· Put lighter fluid a safe distance away from the grill prior to lighting. 

· Ensure that you did not spill lighter fluid on yourself or on any area surrounding the grill. 

· Stand back from the coals when you ignite them. 

· Never add charcoal lighter fluid once the coals have already been ignited. 

· Always extinguish the coals when your are done barbecuing. Take the coals out of the grill with tongs and submerge them in a metal pail of water. Keep wet coals in a well ventilated area. Spontaneous combustion can occur in confined areas. 
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	In Case Of Fire

Propane BBQs 

· Turn off the burners 

· If you can safely reach the tank valve, shut it off 

· If the fire involves the tank, leave it alone, evacuate the area and call 993-2222 for the fire department 


In any type of BBQ fire 

· Dial 993-2222 for any fire that threatens either personal safety or property 

· Never pour water on a grease fire as it can spread the fire 

· Use an approved portable fire extinguisher. Ensure that you know how to use the extinguisher and it is the right type of extinguisher for the fire involved. 

· Close the grill lid to smother the flames 




